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Some of you may be familiar with this great Christian Song, “The Anchor Holds.” The words of the  

chorus are: 
The anchor holds though the ship is battered. 
The anchor holds though the sails are torn. 

I have fallen on my knees as I faced the raging seas. 
The anchor holds in spite of the storm. 

 
We recently witnessed a very tragic accident on Lake Michigan when some young people jumped off a 
sailboat and failed to put out an anchor to hold the boat in place. The end result is that two young men 
died, two young women were rescued after treading water for several hours. It was a tragic accident that 
an anchor could have prevented. 
 
Any of you who have experience with boating know that there are several types of anchors.  Most fisher-
men have a mushroom type of anchor in their boat which works in many cases unless there is a lot of 
wind and waves.  Other types of boaters use other types of anchors such as a fluke anchor or claw an-
chors.  There are many varieties of claw anchors.  Among the most effective claw anchors are those that 
have three claws that can bite into the mud, rocks or other bottom surface.  And there is a proper way to 
deploy an anchor - you don’t just throw it over the side. It is set out with a certain amount of rope and 
properly positioned so as to effectively hold the boat.  In many cases the use of two anchors is required. 
 
Christians find that their faith is anchored with a three prong claw anchor of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  This anchor gives us the guidance and stability of creator God who is above us and beyond our 
understanding, a great transcendent God.  This anchor gives us a Savior God who takes on human form 
and is Immanuel, God with us. Lastly this anchor gives us a sanctifying God, a God who is within us.  
This three prong anchor is a complete and solid anchor to our faith. 
 
For individual believers we also have a personal three prong claw anchor upon which we base our faith 
lives.  The three prongs are worship, Bible study and prayer.  The one prong of worship is that marvelous 
experience that we have when we come and hear God speak to us.  He speaks through His word, 
through songs, through the exposition of His word and through the sacraments.  The second prong is the 
study of God’s word.  This includes personal Bible reading, daily devotions and group Bible study.  This 
is the way we gain a deeper knowledge of God’s interaction with His creations. This is where we develop 
that strong basis and understanding of how God would have us follow Him and His will for our lives. Fi-
nally the third prong is prayer, conversation with God. This is the way we build the deeper personal rela-
tionship with God. 
 
Fall is an excellent time to check on the condition of the anchor in your life.  Depending on only one 
prong means that the ship of your life can be blown and battered by the storms of life.  Having only two 
working prongs is better but not fully a deployed anchor.  Why not seek to be securely anchored with a 
faith life held by all three prongs?  

    

Pastor TedPastor TedPastor TedPastor Ted 

 

“The Anchor Holds” 
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Jesus gave us all His one and only Son (John 3:16).  Just as Jesus gave, we are enabled by God’s 
grace to be giving people.  For Christians, giving is not an option.  We are to give our firstfruits gen-
erously and joyfully out of gratitude for Who God is and what He has done and continues to do for 
us.  So why don’t Christians give as they should? 
 
The following are some reasons people don’t give more: 
1. Spiritual problems.  People act as owners of their things rather than stewards. 
2. Financial problems.  The average credit card debt per household is  approximately $8,000.   
Many don’t manage their money wisely.  Until we spend less money than we make, we will find that 
money is tight and unavailable for giving generously. 
3. Compartmentalization.  We compartmentalize when we divide our lives into competing parts.  
If we disconnect God from the managing of our money, He is not in control, and we are prone to 
hoard money rather than give it. 
4. Limited vision.  We are apt to give less than we are capable if we do not understand all that 
our church or other Christian organizations are doing.  If we understand and relate to the vision and 
mission of the church or organizations seeking our contributions, we will give generously. 
5. Limited relationships.  People give more when they are connected to the church or Christian 
organization through relationships.  If good relationships exist with the pastor or church leaders or 
even other members, people tend to be more generous. 
 
If we are struggling in our giving, we need to seek God’s strength to grow in our faith and trust in 
Him.  It is only by God’s grace that we can be empowered to grow in the grace of giving. 
 
May God help us all grow in the His love and grace so we become the generous givers He wants us 
to be. 
 

************************************************************************************************** 
 
The Apostle John describes his purpose in writing his first letter as: 

“To make your joy complete”, “so that you will not sin” and “so that you may know that you have eternal 

life”. These are certainly the concerns of a Pastor for his flock.  John writes as a Pastor with a great concern 

for his congregation.  Not only does he want them to grow in knowledge and grace, but also he wants to 

refute false teaching that threatens his people. 

All of this is accomplished in a very short letter by Pastor John. 

 

We are going to begin a verse by verse study of this important letter in September.  The class will be of-

fered twice each week.  It will be on Sunday mornings at 8:30 starting Sunday September 19. Then the ses-

sion will be offered again on Wednesday morning at 10:30 at the Old School House starting on Wednesday 

September 22.  We encourage your participation in this study, which is provided by CPH as part of verse by 

verse study of the whole Bible. 

 

To hold the anchor we need three prongs – Worship, Prayer and Bible Study.    

 

“Why We Struggle in Giving” 
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Financial News and Notes – A Serious note of Concern 

 

All of you know that our Congregation stepped out in faith and approved a deficit 
budget for the 2010-2011 Fiscal year, The proposed deficit is around $90,000.  But a 

serious issue has now arisen that would adversely affect this deficit. 
 

The revenue side of the budget was based on a day school enrollment of 80 students. 
Which was a bit lower than the last school year’s enrollment, however, the current en-

rollment as we start school is at 60 students.  This is well below the budget and has the 
effect of increasing the deficit. Beyond what had been approved by the voters.  Some-

thing needed to be done. 
 

The Day School Commission authorized Principal Hahn and Pastor Vratny to implement 

changes including staff cuts to cut expenses to a level consistent with the budget.  After 
review of the various options Mrs. Hahn and Pastor determined that they would not hire 

a 7th and 8th grade teacher and combine the Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten classes 
into one class.  Mrs. Lucretia Hardy would teach the combined class.  Mrs. Julie Bramos 

would become the 7th and 8th Grade teacher.  Pastor would continue to help out with 7th 
and 8th grade religion and other areas consistent with his education.  Mrs. Hahn will as-

sist all of the teachers by covering various classes and periods as needed.  Additionally 
one aide position in the budget would remain vacant.  The approximate savings to the 

expense side of the budget would be about $50,000. 
 

Then a gift provided the additional revenue so that no further cuts would be required.  
This gift came from the estate of Lenore Schlensker.  Lenore passed away this past 

February and she made the church the beneficiary of one of her IRA accounts.  This gift 
of $34,000.00 was unexpected revenue and helped to reduce the proposed deficit. 

 

Overall the teaching staff will not have the assistance of part-time teachers to cover 
various break-out sessions for language skills and mathematics.  All of this will now be 

the responsibility of the classroom teachers.  The teachers will be with students for all 
subjects, recess and physical education.   

 
We need your prayers. In addition, we need you to consider volunteering to help out 

during the school day. Call Mrs. Hahn at 708-562-5580 x201for specific jobs. We need 
you to order market day. We need you to talk up how good our church and school are 

and to encourage people to come and be a part of our family. 
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Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in order 

that we might have hope through the patience and encouragement 

which the Scriptures give us.                                Romans 15:4 
Getting the Most Out of Your Daily Bible Reading 

As you read the Bible each day, allow the Scriptures to speak to 

you.  This daily “dialogue “ between you and the biblical text will 

reveal new understandings about God, and about yourself. 

• Set aside time to read the Bible on a daily basis. 

• Find a quiet place to read and reflect on each day’s reading 

• Begin with prayer, asking God for guidance and blessing. 

Believe the Good News 

And Share God’s Love 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

 1 - Matthew 5:1-20 

 2 - Matthew 5:21-37 

 3 - Matthew 7:1-14 

 4 - Matthew 7:15-29 

 

 5 - Matthew 13:1-23 

 6 - Matthew 13:24-53 

 7 - Matthew 25:1-13 

 8  -Proverbs 4:1-27 

 9 - Proverbs 8:1-36 

10 - Ecclesiastes 11:1-10 

11 - Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 

 

12 - Job 28:1-28 

13 - Job 36:1-33 

14 - 1 Cor. 1:18-31 

15 - 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

16 - 2 Samuel 14:1-24 

17 - 2 Chronicles 1:1-17 

18 - Psalm 1 

 

 
  

    

MONTHLY EVENTS (unless otherwise noted) 

 

Self-Defense classes Mondays at 6:00 PM 

Confirmation classes Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 

Darts Tuesdays at 8:00 PM 

Adult Choir Rehearsals Wednesdays at 7:30 PM 

Men’s Club every second Saturday of the month 

8:00 AM 

Prayer Shawl Group every first Thursday of the 

month 7:00 PM 

 

Prayer Shawl GroupPrayer Shawl GroupPrayer Shawl GroupPrayer Shawl Group    
    

The Prayer Shawl Group will be meeting on 

Thursday, September 2nd at 7:00 PM at 

the Old School House (4733 Cermak Rd. - 

behind the Verizon store).  See Patricia Con-

traveos if you have any questions about pro-

jects that they will be working on.    

    

ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL BE-

GINS ON WEDNESDAY, SEP-

TEMBER 1ST AT 7:30 PM.  

PLEASE MEET IN DONN HEM-

PEL’S CLASSROOM.  EVERYONE IS IN-

VITED TO JOIN.  NEW MEMBERS ARE AL-

WAYS WELCOME!  HOPE TO SEE YOU 

THERE! 

    

    

    

FOR THE RECORD  . . . . 

 

Deaths -  

Bob Hein - August 2 

 

Transfer Out - 

Rachel Kramer 

 

 

    

 

19 - Psalm 119:1-24 

20 - Psalm 119:25-48 

21 - Psalm 119:49-72 

22 - Psalm 119:73-96 

23 - Psalm 119:97-120 

24 - Psalm 119:121-144 

25 - Psalm 119:145-176 

 

26 - Jeremiah 17:1-13 

27 - James 1:1-27 

28 - James 2:1-26 

29 - James 3:1-18 

30 - Psalm 139 

 



 

 

 

 

 

LUTHERAN HOME’S 113TH ANNUAL FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL 

Come join the fun on Sunday, September 12th on the Lutheran Home campus at 800 W. 

Oakton St. in Arlington Heights.  The day begins with a worship service in the Chapel of 

St. John the Beloved at 10:00 a.m.  The festivities follow from 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

and admission is free!  Enjoy a variety of food, live music, crafter booths, TV Sports 

Tent, Bingo, a children’s book sale, vintage car show, & activities for all ages.  Free 

parking is available at St. Peter Lutheran Church with free shuttle throughout the festi-

val.  Call 847-368-7400 for more info. 

 

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS 

Have you wanted to be part of a mission team helping people to recover from a disaster 

but couldn’t travel to the Gulf Coast?  There are 800 families in NW Indiana who still 

need help because of flooding from the remnants of Hurricane Ike in 2008.  Project 

Lakeshore Area Regional Recovery of Indiana (LARRI) is seeking volunteers to help 

with the rebuilding efforts.  Plan now to join the team the week of Sept. 12-18.  Pro-

jects could include framing, hanging wallboard, mudding the wallboard, painting, sand-

ing, and staring woodwork.  Contact Jan at 630-294-5014 for further details. 

 

OLDER ADULT GATHERING 

The Older Adult Gathering, sponsored by Lutheran Life Communities in cooperation with 

the Northern Illinois & English Districts of the LCMS, will be held at the Starved Rock 

State Park Lodge in Utica, October 5-7.  This gathering provides inspiration & education, 

as well as a great opportunity for Christian fellowship.  Contact Brenda at 847-368-

7483 to request registration brochures.  You can reserve your room today by calling 

Starved Rock at 800-898-7625 & ask for block #3146. 

 

YOU’RE INVITED…..to spend an evening with Katie Stam, Miss America 2009 on Thurs-

day, September 30th at Concordia University-Chicago in River Forest in the Koehneke 

Community Center.  Then on October 1st the Chicago Urban Ministry Summit will be 

held.  Dinner at 6:00 PM, Program at 6:45 PM with speakers from Lutheran World Relief 

& Building Hope in the City, Cleveland Ohio, followed by discussion on what can we do 

to reverse the trend of urban church decline.  Dinner cost $65.00.  RSVP to Rev. Kenety 

Gee: kvgee@sbcglobal.net or (773) 723-3661. 
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Bits and Pieces 



 

 

 

 

 

School officially began on Wednesday, August 25th.  We praise God 

for the opportunities He has given Immanuel Lutheran School to 

minister to families.  We thank Him for our dedicated staff and fac-

ulty members.  Please pray asking that our school can continue to 

be a blessing to all God’s people and our community.  Your school 

and its staff will be depending upon your daily prayers of support, 

your willingness to volunteer your time and your continued support. 

Sunday School begins on 

Sunday, September 19th at 

8:30 AM.  If you would be 

interested in helping,

(Sunday School teachers 

always needed), please see  

Alicia Blair or call her at 

708-344-5182. 

 

NO SCHOOL ON 

MONDAY, SEPTEM-

BER 6TH - LABOR 

DAY HOLIDAY 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

6 - No School - Labor Day 

7 - 6:30 PM PTL Meeting 

8 - 5:30 PM -PTL Potluck Dinner 

& Open House 

11 - Boys’ VB Tourney 

18 - PTL Camp Out 

20 - Cross Country Practice 

22 - 3:00 PM Cooking Club 

26 - 9:30 AM Choirs sing at Im-

manuel 

27 - Cross Country Meet 

28 - 3:00 PM Market Day sale 

13 - Dorothy Schneider 

13 - Josh DuBois 

16 - Bernice Brown 

19 - MindyOndrovic 

21 - Selena Perez 

24 - Joyce Miegel 

26 - Clyde Lane 

27 - Kathleen Urban 

28 - Omie Lane 

Immanuel Lutheran School News 

September Birthdays 
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29 - Joan Rundgren 

30 - Lloyd Mooney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

4TH ANNUAL CARDINAL 

CAMPOUT!  It’s that time 

again, for roasting hot dogs 

& marshmallows.  Bring a 

tent, sleeping bags & a 

flashlight and we’ll do the 

rest!  For only $10.00 per 

family we’ll provide hot 

dogs, chips & drinks for din-

ner.  S’mores and a bonfire 

will follow after dinner and a 

pancake breakfast in the 

morning.  If it rains, we will 

camp in the gym.  If you 

have any questions, please 

ask Julie Bramos 708-562-

5580 or Stacy Mitchell.  We 

hope to see you there! 

“Beginning of  School” 

MARKET DAY 

SALE 

TUESDAY 

SEPTEMBER 28TH 

3:00-4:00 PM 

Pick up 

 3 - Hans Jacobs 

 4 - Barbara Brown 

 4 - Sheila Railing 

 4 - Matt DuBois 

 5 - Elaine Gerches 

 6 - Daniel Sanchez 

 9 - Grace Hadler 

10 - Max Railing 

11 - Arah Gibson 
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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

It seems like every school year we find it necessary to explain to students and parents why we, at Immanuel 

Lutheran School, promote Church attendance.  You can tell from our routines that we place an importance 

on Sunday worship.  We have the students report each Monday morning whether they attended church and 

Sunday School.  We track the attendance for each trimester and report it on report cards.  We give church 

and school attendance awards at the end of each school year.  Our older students are required to take ser-

mon notes several times each trimester.  Doing so is even calculated as part of their religion grade.  We even 

use attendance in determining member discounts. 

So, the question becomes “why?”  “Why do I have to go to church?” 

Our first response might come from Proverbs 22:6 that tells us to “train children in the right way, and when 

old, they will not stray.”   Parents may counter with the fact that they are training their children by sending 

them to a Christian school that teaches religion daily, gives memory work, and has chapel.  Isn’t that enough?  

I would have to say “No!” 

In her devotional book, Morning by Morning, Marva Dawn (p. 276) poses several answers to the question.  

Although the answers are directed toward children, I believe they apply to adults as well. 

 We’re not going to church, YOU are the Church – and we go to worship so that we learn how to be the 

church… 

You need the gifts of worship because you will learn things there that will make sense later… 

If you pay close attention to the words of the songs and the Bible readings and the liturgy, you will learn 

all kinds of new things about God…All of life is an adventure in getting to know God better, but wor-

ship is especially rich with His presence. 

Attending worship will teach you skills for Your Christian life – skills like how to pray, how to sit quietly in 

God’s presence, how to study the Bible… 

The congregation needs the talents you bring to worship – your singing voice in the hymns, your ability to 

learn new songs quickly, your ability to read Bible lessons well, your help with the ushering, your 

warmth and friendliness in greeting of one another, the answers you give during the children’s ser-

mon, our modeling of reverence for the other children. 

Most important, God needs you there because He loves to be with you in His house. 

I couldn’t have said it any better.  I hope to see you, your children, and even your grandchildren in church on 

Sunday as we learn together to be His church. 

 

 
In Christ, 

Lana J. Hahn 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

 

 

September 5 - 

9:30 AM - Mia Railing 

 

September 12 -  No acolyte 

 

September 19 - 

9:30 AM - Selena Perez 

 

September 26 -  No acolyte 
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REMEMBER TO PRAY. . . . If you have a prayer request, 

please call the pastor in the church office (708-562-5590) .  We 

are praying for you!  Please notify the office when circum-

stances of your request change or when the Lord answers our 

prayers.  We want to rejoice with you and thank the Lord. 


